PRIMA

Joy Hakim

You've heard the sad news: OQur children are culturally illiterate. Well,
I'm here to tell a different tale. I plan to take you to a multi-ethnic public
school where nine-year-olds are reading important books, writing elo-
quently, and arguing with sophisticated reason.

And to another school in a crime-besotted city where fifth and sixth
graders read Homer, write epic poems, and delve into archaeology, archi-
tecture, and etymology. This public school is 92 percent black.

Butlam not writing about black and white.Tam writing about children .

experiencing the joy of intellectual discovery. Children too busy to be
problems. Children who are receiving a gift no one can take from them.

These children are learning from some of the world's greatest teachers:
Homer, Virgil, Ovid,and Plato for starters. Someare brilliant children; most

arenot. They areordinarykidsand, like the restof us, eagertolearn—unless
the lessons are patronizing.

“Patronizing” is the word for those tales in the common basal readers
we have all come to abhor. “Exciting” is what children say of classic myths
and stories of ad venture. We used to teach those mythsand stories to all our

children. They were a part of our common heritage. They gave us cultural
roots. Why did we stop teaching them?

It happened in the twenties, for what seemed to be good reasons. We
were becoming a technological nation. We thought we needed to study the

[ro.com

fas

/’\“ /

VW

ClibPD



ClibPDF - www .fastio.com



ClibPDF - www .fastio.com



ClibPDF - www .fastio.com



ClibPDF - www .fastio.com



ClibPDF - www .fastio.com



ClibPDF - www .fastio.com



