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LESSON PLAN 3: LOTZ-O-POTZ! 
 

Objective: 
 
To familiarize the students with Greek pottery/urns and their styles. 
 
Mater ials: 
 
Overhead projector 
Transparencies of Greek pottery/urns 
Terra cotta flower pots 
Chalk/Chalkboard 
Pottery Handouts/Worksheets 
Paint brushes 
Black tempera paint 
 
Preparation: 
 
-Make transparencies of Greek pottery/urns 
-Set the terra cotta pots down in a corner of the room (to prevent accidental breakage) 
-Choose a quote that has something to do with mythology and write it on the chalkboard. 
-Determine what myth to read for the class period. 
-Create a pottery/urn handout covering the different styles. 
-Create a worksheet where students are to identify/match the urn/pottery shapes with their 
correct uses. 
 
Procedure: 
 
1. Greet the class with “Salvete, omnes!”   Students respond with “Salve, magister!”   
Present the quote on the board and explain the context/meaning to the students. 
 
2. Put up transparencies of Greek pottery/urns.  Have the students examine the form and 
shape of each pot before making a guess as to its specific function.  After listing the 
student’s guesses on the board, reveal the column showing the uses of each pot. 
 
3.  Pass out the “Greek Vase Activity”  worksheets to the class and ask them to try and 
match illustrations of pottery/urns to their respective uses.  Afterwards, distribute the 
handout titled, “Major Types of Greek Vases”  so that they may check their work. 
 
4. Ask groups one-by-one to come up to the front to collect their terra cotta pots, paint 
brushes and cups of black paint.  Have them return to their seats after collecting the 
materials. 
 
5. Instruct the students to paint their pots like the Greeks.  Teach the students the different 
styles that were created (black figure and red figure on red and black clay pots, 
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respectively).  Encourage the students to paint their favorite mythological creature(s) or 
stories on their pots. 
 
6. Collect pots so that they may be displayed throughout the classroom. 
 
7. Lead the students to a comfortable corner of the room.  Read aloud to the students a 
predetermined myth. 
 
8. Ask students if they enjoyed the story (why/why not?).  Create discussion with follow-
up questions from responses of the students. 
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Major Types of Greek Vases (Transparency) 
 

Name of Style Use Shape 

Amphora Two-handled vase used for 
storage/transport 

 

Krater 
Meaning “mixing-bowl,”  

this vase was used for 
mixing wine with water 

 

Kantharos Drinking cup 

 

Oinochoe 
Small pitcher used for 

pouring wine from krater to 
drinking cup 

 

Hydria 

Three-handled vase used to 
draw water 

 
Also used as urn to hold 

ashes 
 

Loutrophoros 

Meaning “carrier of 
washing-water,”  this vase 
was used for bridal baths 

and for funerals 

 

Pyxis Held cosmetics 
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Lekythos 
Used as a flask to hold 

perfumes, oils, and 
condiments 
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  Krater 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 Amphora 
 
 
 
 



© 2006 Ascanius: The Youth Classics Institute.   Reproducible. From www.ascaniusyci.org 

             Hydria 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



© 2006 Ascanius: The Youth Classics Institute.   Reproducible. From www.ascaniusyci.org 

Greek Vase Activity 

 
Directions: Match the letter  combination of each descr iption to its appropr iate 
         Greek vase illustrated at the bottom to learn about your  next activity! 
 

SO   I have three handles and I’m often used to draw water. 
PO   I hold my mistress’  cosmetics. 
TS   I hold perfumes, oils, and condiments. 
LE   I have two handles and my primary functions are storage and transport. 
MA   I’m used for drinking. 
TS   I’m used to mix wine with water. 
KE   I am a small pitcher used for pouring wine. 
ME   I carry water for washing.  I’m used at both weddings and funerals. 

 

     
 
________        ________      ________                 ________ 
 
 

       
 

     ________             ________             ________         ________! 
 
 
Fill in with letters in the above order : 
 
 

____ ____ ____ ’____ ____ ____ ____ ____      ____ ____ ____ ____  
 

____ ____ ____ ____! 


